Assessment Guide: Community Health Profile
Intent: 
In this assessment, we ask you to develop a draft community health profile including the identification and use of demographic, epidemiological and health service utilisation data for a specific geographic area. This includes identifying which groups you think might be more or less vulnerable to the condition you select and its service provider, clinical and social consequences. 
Example Scenario: Diabetes in Western Sydney
Background:
Chronic disease is a major concern in Australia and across the world. Population ageing, rising disability and complex and co-morbid conditions have profound impacts on people’s lives including individuals, families and communities. Chronic diseases are also expensive to treat and can follow a progressive, episodic pathway to increased frequency and severity, up to and including acute interventions.
Diabetes in Western Sydney:
An example of chronic condition is diabetes, especially Type 2 diabetes which is growing in prevalence in many communities across Australia. Some General Practice (GP) data indicates diabetes rates in parts of Western Sydney have been rising in recent years.
Western Sydney has a very diverse community with a substantial Indigenous population (e.g. Mt Druitt) and a complex immigrant demography with a variety of cultural and language backgrounds. It is also, generally speaking (there are exceptions to this), a lower socio-economic environment than, for example, the North Shore or Eastern suburbs of Sydney. 
The distribution of health services varies considerably across the Western Sydney region. Access to GPs, allied health professionals, dentists and so on may be a factor in health seeking behaviours in addition to socio-economic status. 
As health managers involved in planning for clinical services, programs and projects, this is the kind of scenario you will likely encounter as you progress in your career. If you work in aged care, disability and related fields, these health problems will often be major factors in your client’s lives.
Task: A Draft Community Health Profile Document
1. Introduce your Community Health Profile and its role in the health OR social care planning process you are developing (about 200 words);
2. Identify which geographic area you select and give a brief justification for its selection (200-300 words);
3. Identify the chronic disease condition you have selected, why and its epidemiology in the region you have identified (250-350 words);
4. Identify the demographic groups in the area that you think are likely to be most affected by this chronic disease condition, why and estimate their numbers (300-350 words).
5. Summarise the availability of key services in that geographic area and any service gaps that may exist in order to fully meet current and emerging service demand for your chronic disease condition (250-350 words);
6. Outline the key health OR social care planning elements you see as necessary to improve the community health status of the group you have identified (300-350 words).
7. Provide a brief conclusion to your plan, this may include comment on future directions for health planning in your selected area and chronic disease (about 200 words).
Use references where appropriate in the APA format PLEASE!
Appendices may be used to clarify summarized data and will not be included in the word count but try to summarise any complex data where possible.

Examples of Australian Data Sources
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS)
https://www.abs.gov.au/
Australian Institute of Health and Welfare (AIHW)
https://www.aihw.gov.au/
PHIDU
https://phidu.torrens.edu.au/
NSW Ministry of Health – HealthStats NSW
http://www.healthstats.nsw.gov.au/




